Leslie Allan "Al" Griffith
September 10, 1928 - February 5, 2019

Leslie Allan “Al” Griffith, 90, died February 5, 2019 in Fort Pierce, Florida.
Mr. Griffith was born in Chicago, Illinois and moved to Fort Pierce in 1976 coming from
Hoffman Estates, Illinois.
He was a golf pro at Indian Hills in Fort Pierce, golf coach at Fort Pierce Central for many
years, and volunteered for the Special Olympics golf tournaments. He enjoyed crossword
puzzles, Chicago sports teams, T.V., and movie westerns.
Survivors include his sons, Jeffrey (Renee) Griffith of Bolivar, MO and Gary (Christine)
Griffith of Port St. Lucie, FL; daughter, Leslie (Steven) Spratt of Homewood, IL; brother-inlaw, Richard Haegele of Fort Pierce, FL; 11 grandchildren; and 8 great-grandchildren. He
was preceded in death by his wife, Shirlee.
Memorial contributions may be made to the Special Golf Olympics, 1915 Don Wickham
Drive, Clermont, FL 34711. www.specialolympicsflorida.org
Services: A gathering will be held on Saturday, February 9, 2019 from 3-7 PM with military
honors at 5:00 PM at Haisley Funeral Home, Fort Pierce.
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Haisley Funeral and Cremation Service
3015 Okeechobee Road, Fort Pierce, FL, US, 34947

Comments

“

My Dad, Eddie Marcin, has known Al for about 65 years. Dad was an avid golfer and
he and his friends followed Al to various different courses around Chicago. My father
and his friends first met Al at his first pro golf job at Golden Acres. The guys were at
the "19th Hole" until closing, and Al asked my Dad and his buddies to escort him to
the car since he had all the cash receipts from the day. They were friends from then
on. Even after Al moved to Florida, he and my Dad kept in touch every year around
the holidays, and had lunch whenever Al returned to the Chicagoland area. My Dad
was sad to hear of Al's passing and sends his condolences and prayers to the family.

Gina Marcin - February 14 at 12:51 PM

“

Mr. Griffith was a huge part of our life as kids in Ft. Pierce. My Dad and my brothers
and I spend countless hours at Indian Hills playing golf, practicing, and hanging out
in the clubhouse and pro shop with Al. He was so friendly and great to us. Matt
(Shannon) and Kerrick worked for him and we all have such great memories. He
always let me try out new clubs and get out on the course no matter what was going
on. I can hear his voice now as I was cleaning my clubs in the bag room listening to
his stories. The thing I remember most is when he talked to you it felt like you were
the most important person in the room. I was just a kid but he treated me like so
much more and was seriously interested in us junior golfers. He was very
encouraging and thoughtful. My prayers go out to Al Griffith and the entire family.
Gary, I know you realize it but your Dad was a meaningful man to so many. God
bless him.
Jay Brown

Jay Brown - February 09 at 07:15 PM

“

Dear Griffith Family,
Our family has had the privilege to know and love your parents for the past 28 years.
They share a very special place in our hearts. Our thoughts and prayers are with you
as you navigate this most challenging time of losing your dad. He was a kind and
caring man, a good friend and neighbor. He, like your mom, will be greatly missed.
Love,
Kimberly, David, Thomas, Andrew and Anna Smith

Kimberly Smith - February 09 at 08:37 AM

“

Our dear friend, and head golf pro at Indian Hills Golf Course in downtown Ft. Pierce,
was an "Ace on our scorecard.” My brother, Tommy and I completely wore out our
Junior memberships summer after summer, and Mr. Al was always there teaching us
a few new tricks of the game, getting us out on the course, sometimes putting us out
ahead of some of the adult members, and even joining us for a few holes out on the
course (now that was a BIG thrill for us youngins - we were playing with The Pro)!!
Tommy would go on to a fine career in golf, starting with a full golf scholarship to the
University of Miami and eventually, a nice run as a professional player at the highest
level, no doubt, in part, by having the opportunity to be tutored and encouraged by
our favorite teaching pro and the ultimate supporter of junior golf.
But oh boy, did he stir up our household when I was about 12 or 13 years old. He
was adamant that regardless of my love for football and baseball, I should give those
“other sports" (as he would say) and totally focus on my golf game. He was
constantly lobbying my parents to persuade them that they should stand behind him
in his conviction that I was playing the wrong sport(s)! I think he even let me win a
few times out on the links, just to build my confidence. What a guy! Always there with
his wonderfully gentle spirit and encouraging words of support.
P.G. Wodehouse once said, “Golf is the infallible test. The man who can go into a
patch of rough alone, with the knowledge that only God is watching him, and play his
ball where it lies, is the man who will serve you faithfully and well.” Such was our
dear friend, Mr. Griffith.
Eddie Hearn.

Eddie Hearn - February 08 at 08:01 PM

“

My heartfelt condolences go out to Mr. Griffith’s family. His passing has rekindled 40
years of fond memories going back to my teenage years at Indian Hills. A true
gentleman who did so much for so many through his life as a golf professional.
The first tee is yours Mr. Griffith. Play away.
Stephen Enns

Stephen Enns - February 08 at 06:23 PM

“

Gary, Leslie, Jeff and Uncle Dick, I extend my heartfelt sadness in your loss of Al. As
everyone he possessed quite an unusual sense of humor that a time left you
stumped. His dedication to the youth through his love of golf was in measurable.
Although I will not be able to attend the service, please know I'm with you in spirit
and love.
Terry Rich Smith

Terry Rich Smith - February 08 at 11:53 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Leslie Allan "Al" Griffith.

February 08 at 12:27 AM

“

Our deepest sympathy to Al's family. We have known Al for over 40 years and and
have wonderful memories of him and all he did for so many. He was so generous
with his time to so many young people in our community at many levels in golf. He
was truly an asset to Indian Hills Golf Course for many years. Our family appreciates
all he did for golf and for serving our country.
May he rest in Peace and suffer no more.
Sincerely
The Hearn family

Hearn family - February 07 at 08:57 PM

“

All your friends at Gerelco family of companies. purchased the Enduring Grace for
the family of Leslie Allan "Al" Griffith.

All your friends at Gerelco family of companies. - February 07 at 12:24 PM

