John Joseph Smythe
August 20, 1989 - October 18, 2021

John Joseph Smythe, known to many as Johnny, died at the age of 32 on October 18,
2021 in Port St. Lucie, Florida. Johnny was a blessing to his parents, John and Theresa
(Orso) Smythe and his sister, Johanna Smythe. He was the proud uncle of Johanna’s
children, Kaden, Liam, and Madeline Hallahan. John was looking forward to meeting his
future brother-in-law, Jerad Kasinger and Jerad’s children, Elijah and Noah. He was
beloved by his grandparents, Mary Lou and the late Gerald Smythe and the late Joseph
and Joyce Orso. He loved his twenty-six aunts and uncles, including his godparents Barb
Thibodeau and Patrick Smythe. Having thirty-nine first cousins and a growing number of
second cousins, John was proud of his very large extended family and felt great loyalty to
them. He was especially loved by his first mother who gave him life, Theresa Addison and
by her daughter, Ashley.
John grew up in Ferguson, Missouri. He attended Sts. John and James Catholic grade
school and graduated from CBC High School in 2008, one year behind his lifelong
cousin/best friend, Daniel Sheffner. At the age of 17, he completed basic training for the
Missouri Army National Guard and upon his high school graduation he served in a military
police unit within the Guard. After his term of service completed, he attended St. Louis
Community College and had recently expressed his hope to return to college to pursue his
interest in psychology, with the goal of future service to his fellow veterans.
John had many talents and gifts. He was a sociable person who enjoyed many and wideranging friendships. He will be remembered for making people laugh out loud with his
clever wit and antics. He had a wonderful memory for movie lines from the very funny to
the very poignant. He had an excellent ear for music and enjoyed most every genre from
classical to rap. His talent for cooking was exceptional and he loved demonstrating his
skills and trying new ideas. John could clean and fix a weapon and design and build a
computer with admirable skill. He was generous in giving time to people who did not have
the same ability. John was kind-hearted and open-minded and would not tolerate the
opposite from others.

Above all things, John saw himself as a soldier. He served with honor and pride and was
dedicated to his comrades - veterans, active service members, and police officers. As an
avid gamer, he connected with several veteran groups and volunteered in different veteran
outreach actions, touching lives in extraordinary ways.
John faced some tough personal and health challenges in his adult life. He recognized his
need for sobriety and committed himself for the past two years to achieving it. During this
same time, John learned he had multiple sclerosis (MS) and in the past several weeks,
was doing his best to handle an increasingly serious heart condition. His fighting spirit
carried him through so many obstacles and tough times. He never gave up, and he never
stopped trying to handle these challenges. And through all of it he still made time to help
others. He was a fierce warrior who won his honor and his true freedom.
Services in John’s memory will be held in St. Louis, Missouri, at a date to be determined.
In lieu of flowers, we ask you to please consider the following ways to honor John:
*Help a person in need in whatever way you are able.
*Make a contribution in John J. Smythe’s name to one of the following charities: Disabled
American Veterans, National Multiple Sclerosis Society, or a charity of your choosing.
A Memorial Gathering to Honor the Life of
JOHN JOSEPH SMYTHE
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2021
1:00-5:00
The Savoy Banquet Center
119 S. Florissant Road
Ferguson, Missouri 63135
1:00-2:30 Friends
2:30-3:30 Eulogy and Sharing of Memories by Family and Friends (All are Welcome)
3:30-5:00 Family
In the interest of providing a healthy environment for all, masks are required and will be
available at the front door if needed. We are suggesting two time shifts to encourage
smaller groups, but please don’t let the suggested time be a barrier to your attendance.

Comments

“

My dear cousin Theresa and John and Johanna
I am so sorry for your loss of your dear son and brother
I know he lived his life to the fullest
Love
Don Bene

Don Bene - November 19, 2021 at 09:35 PM

“

“

Thank you Don.
Theresa - November 24, 2021 at 12:14 AM

My dear cousin Theresa, her husband John, and their daughter Johanna and
grandchildren -Your loss cannot be fully appreciated; but your gains can be understood. You had a
wonderful boychild in your midst, who grew into an amazing man. On those
occasions when I visited and had a chance to talk at length with Johnny, I found him
to be extremely thoughtful, serious but with good humor, honest, and eager to
embrace life despite facing challenges. All of those qualities gave him complexity and
depth. You are so blessed even as you are bereft. Please know that even though I
am two thousand miles away, I am thinking of you all and hoping that the light which
was your son, brother, uncle, cousin, and friend will shine in your darkest hours to
give you comfort. I love you all.
Corinne Corley
Isleton, California

Corinne Corley - November 11, 2021 at 10:42 PM

“

I am so sorry to hear about your loss. My prayers, hugs and thoughts to you.
Lynn Demirchian

Lynn Demirchian - November 10, 2021 at 04:23 PM

“

“

Thank you, friend.
Theresa Smythe - November 12, 2021 at 12:18 AM

1 file added to the tribute wall

Carolyn Smythe Kallenborn - November 07, 2021 at 10:09 AM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Carolyn Smythe Kallenborn - November 07, 2021 at 10:01 AM

“

Love this! And you!
Theresa Smythe - November 12, 2021 at 12:17 AM

“

So sad to hear this. John was a really good dude and I was super proud of the work
he was doing in Florida. Rest easy brother.

Joseph Deimund - November 06, 2021 at 07:15 AM

“

“

Thank you for sharing this.
Theresa Smythe - November 07, 2021 at 01:11 AM

In a large extended family, it is sometimes tempting to think that love is a contest.
John never made that mistake. He was who he was—unpretentious and caring, with
an offbeat sense of humor. He acknowledged mistakes and forgave easily. He had a
big heart. He loved his family—his parents, his sister, his nieces and nephews, and a
wide assortment of cousins, aunts, uncles and grandparents. He loved his country.
He dedicated his life to the service and protection of others.
I had the privilege of being a “Facebook Aunt” with John. I remember how much he
grieved the loss of his Uncle Paul. I remember how proudly he celebrated being a
soldier and a veteran, and his support for his fellow soldiers. I remember how proud
he was to celebrate his sobriety anniversaries. I could tell that his friends cared about
him. I loved him and I will miss him very, very much.
“Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, .. it does not
dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of
wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects,
always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.” First Corinthians 13:4-7

Cathy Silvey - November 05, 2021 at 10:31 AM

“

Thank you for this beautiful and heartfelt message. Like us, Johnny loved you all very
much.
Theresa Smythe - November 12, 2021 at 12:15 AM

“

Dear John, Theresa, and Johanna, We love you very much and we love Johnny very
much. Our hearts are with you. Susan and Charles

Susan Smythe - October 29, 2021 at 02:02 PM

“

“

Thank you Susan. He loved you all. As do we.
Theresa Smythe - November 12, 2021 at 12:14 AM

5 files added to the album Memories Album

Carolyn Kallenborn - October 28, 2021 at 10:05 PM

“

John, Theresa, Johanna and Johnny's extended family:
Words are inadequate at this time of sadness and loss... but know that we (like so
many) share your sorrow and offer our support. Johnny was a good young man with
a special spirit. We are grateful for the time spent with him over the years - and for
the memories of his clever humor ... his respect for those in need... and his
willingness to commit himself to a mission.
Johnny was blessed to have a loving and dedicated family. May God strengthen you
during the days ahead -- and know that Johnny (and all of you) are in our prayers
and hearts.
Rafe and Therese (and all the Foley family)

Rafe Foley - October 28, 2021 at 05:13 PM

“

Debbie Koenig lit a candle in memory of John Joseph Smythe

Debbie Koenig - October 28, 2021 at 10:30 AM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

John and Theresa Smythe - October 27, 2021 at 04:25 PM

