Eugene Fleming
January 17, 1925 - January 26, 2019

Eugene Fleming, better known as “Gene” or “Chief”, went home to be with the Lord on
January 26, 2019. He was born on January 17, 1925 and just had celebrated his 94th
birthday with special friends and all of his family. Gene was born in Rochester, NY and
was raised on a farm with 5 sisters and one older brother. As a farmer, Gene was exempt
from military service. He has two sisters left, Edith and Ginny. He was handy as a
mechanic, he could fix anything. After high school he went to work as a mechanic in a
Ford facility and then went on to become a Fireman in Rochester, NY. He loved cars,
boats, airplanes, and anything with an engine. He started racing boats in 1948.
Gene married Jane Armbruster in 1947 and they raised 5 children; Diane, Darlene, Danny,
Debbi and Donna. He was a devoted family man and did everything with his family.
Camping, boating, and water skiing were his favorite pastimes. In 1960 Gene moved his
family to Sarasota, Florida where he worked as a mechanic at Sarasota Marine and
enjoyed racing boats all year round. He had the ability to take any boat, ski or hydroplane
and make them into a fast beauty. Along his journey, he had many wins and made some
amazing memories as well as lifelong friends; he had a passion for speed.
In 1966 he opened the Chrysler Outboard test base in Fort Pierce where Harbor Branch
now stands. Gene was the manager, better known as “chief.” As “chief” he hired many
young men, veterans and part time firemen to put those boats to the limits.
He retired at 55 and traveled all over the great USA. Later he opened Briggs and Stratton
test center as their manager. After getting it up and running smoothly he retired again for
good. Gene could make anything run smoothly; he was a natural. After his boat racing
career, he took to cars again. His last project was a 1927 Ford Speedster that he built
from scraps. He did all the wood work and created a work of art. He showed her from New
York to Florida winning first place trophies. Gene loved a project.
Gene and Jane were married for 67 years. Jane died in April of 2015. Gene spent the rest
of his years enjoying his children, faithful companion Tom (his stray cat), and showing his

speedster.
Gene will be missed by his devoted family: Diane Steele Drawdy (Troy), Darlene Heim
(Bill), Danny Fleming, Debbi Beach (Dennis), Donna Young (Randy). His eleven
grandchildren, Chris and wife Danielle Steele and their children Hannah, Mallory and
Walker, Michael Steele, and Chase Steele all of Fort Pierce, Donny Adkins, Emily
Groothuis and husband Kyle and their son Nolan of Ooltewah, TN, Katie and husband
Wynston Attwood and their daughter Paisley of Vero Beach, Trevor Heim of Houston, TX,
Megan and her husband Trevor Ezell and their son Max of Waxhaw, NC, Aaron
Hutchinson of Pompano Beach, Crystal and her husband Michael Taylor of Newfield, NY
and Kelsi Young in South Korea.
In lieu of flowers donate to Treasure Coast Hospice, St. Anastasia School, or your favorite
charity. He wasn’t big on flowers they didn’t have an engine.
A Mass of Christian Burial will be held on Saturday, February 2, 2019 at 10:00 AM at St.
Bernadette’s Catholic Church, Port St. Lucie. Inurnment will follow at Hillcrest Memorial
Gardens.
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Comments

“

We will miss our good friend Gene and all the fun times we had with him and Jane
playing cards, and our glasses of good wine. All the good times with the boats and all
his help with refurbishing ours. They were like our second Mom and Dad. He has
been missed since he and Jane had moved back to Florida. They are together now
in a better place. Someday well will enjoy Gene and Janes' company again. Love
always and forever. Dick and Clio

Dick & Clio Gerbes - February 09 at 10:16 AM

“

Diane and Family,
I was truly blessed to have been one of the young men that Gene hired when he had
the Chrysler Test Base in the late 60's.. Such a fun job, testing boats and motors. I
could not have had a finer boss (and friend) that Gene Fleming. Sue and I are truly
sorry for your loss.
Jack Favorite

Jack Favorite - February 07 at 10:23 AM

“

Dear Debbi,
Our thoughts and prayers are with you, your sisters Diane, Darlene, Donna and your
brother Danny.
Love,
Greg, Kim and Madison

Greg - February 01 at 08:36 PM

“

Diane, Darlene, Danny, Debbi & Donna you were blessed to have an amazing father,
role model and friend. He truly was an inspiration. I always enjoyed talking to him
and learning about his latest adventure and of his past. His interest in alternative
medicine and health sparked my interest too and I enjoyed sharing information with
him. He never stopped learning , sharing, loving his family, opening up his heart to
others is a testament to a life well lived. God called him home and I imagine there’s a
lot to do in heaven and he’s getting right to it.
Carol Balducci

Carol DeCormier Balducci - February 01 at 09:50 AM

“

Thinking of you all as you celebrate Gene's life. Our prayers for God's comfort and
peace are with you all. Kristie and Neil Groothuis

Kristie Groothuis - February 01 at 09:10 AM

“

To Diane, Darlene, Debbi, Donna and Danny, Jim and I send heartfelt condolences
on the loss of your dad.

Brenda Gibbons - February 01 at 07:47 AM

“

Diane, Darlene, Danny, Debbi & Donna I am so sorry to hear of your Daddys'
passing. He was a wonderful man & I know you'll miss him terribly. I'm sure he &
your beautiful Mama are dancing in heaven. My thoughts & prayers are with you all.
Rest in Peace Mr. Fleming...Gone but NEVER forgotten.

Michele Swartz Abney - January 30 at 08:58 AM

