Billie Jean Hamilton
December 11, 1936 - December 7, 2019

Billie Jean Hamilton passed away on December 7th, 2019 at the Treasure Coast Hospice
House.
Billie was born on December 11, 1936 in Crisfield, Maryland. She graduated from Hood
College in 1958 with a Bachelor of Science degree in Home Economics and taught High
School Home Economics for 30 years. She convinced her Administration to open Home
Ec classes to boys, and then had a ball when the entire football team signed up for her
class. With her fabulous sense of humor, she was often voted Favorite Teacher. In 2008,
twenty years after she retired, she was honored with the National Teacher Appreciation
Award for her 30 years of service.
Billie married the love of her life, John William Hamilton (Jack) on January 20, 1977. Billie
and Jack were members of the Great Oak Yacht Club and cruised the Chesapeake on
their Pacemaker 43, the Billie-Jack. After retirement in 1988, they moved to the Treasure
Coast and joined the Fort Pierce Yacht Club, where they continued to cruise and
volunteer.
When Billie lost Jack to cancer in 1995, she became a Hospice volunteer and joined the
Board of Directors. She led the fundraising efforts to buy land to eventually build a
Hospice House for Fort Pierce. She succeeded, the land at Dunn Road & Midway was
procured, and she was honored as a "Special Angel for Hospice" in 1997.
Billie has contributed greatly within the Fort Pierce Yacht Club, having served on the
Board of Directors, chairing the Membership and several other committees. She has
presented the "Hamilton" Award, in honor of her late husband, at every annual
Commodores Ball for 24 years. Billie created the Sunshine Committee and acted as its
first Chair to make the FPYC truly feel like a family by ensuring the members are aware
when another needs support or a little cheer.
Together with a few close friends, Billie created the annual 'Trim the Tree' party with two

goals - to kick off the Holiday Season, and to give back to our Community. Several
organizations have benefited over the years including the Boys & Girls Club, and "Treats
for Troops" -- partnered with Patrick Air Force Base to send Club Member donations
directly to our military serving overseas. This was the beginning of the Fort Pierce Yacht
Club's outreach within our community. This year the FPYC 'Trim the Tree' event raised
over $3000 for Patches. Billie was awarded the Lamplough Award for Outstanding Service
to the Club in 1998.
In addition to her active and long-term membership in the FPYC, Billie was also a member
of the Pelican Yacht Club, where she often enjoyed playing Bridge with friends.
Billie was predeceased by her parents, and most recently, her cousin who was her last
living relative. She was also predeceased by her adoring husband, Jack. She is survived
by her beloved stepdaughter, Jackie Hamilton, of Lake Placid, NY, and by the "Family She
Chose" made up of her many loving friends who will miss her greatly.
Memorial contributions can be made to Treasure Coast Hospice, which supports both
Martin & St. Lucie counties, at 1201 SE Indian Street, Stuart, Fl 34997, or at
www.treasurehealth.org
A celebration of her life is planned for Saturday, January 25th, at three pm at the Fort
Pierce Yacht Club, 700 N. Indian River Drive, Fort Pierce. Come prepared with your
favorite Billie Jean story.

Comments

“

Donna lit a candle in memory of Billie Jean Hamilton

Donna - December 27, 2019 at 06:51 PM

“

Angela Evans lit a candle in memory of Billie Jean Hamilton

Angela Evans - December 17, 2019 at 11:17 AM

“

Billie Jean......How I will miss you. I am a fairly new friend, only 5 years, compared to
the lucky friends that you knew for many, many years. You touched my life in a
multitude of ways. Your zest for life and sense of humor were second to none. I
cherish the times I spent with you.
Goodbye my friend, you will truly be missed but never forgotten.
To the family I extend my deepest sympathy for the loss of this amazing person.
Theresa Minter

Theresa Minter - December 15, 2019 at 01:06 PM

“

Billie Hamilton was a dear fried of mine who continued dear to me throughout my life
in Fort Pierce and then on after I moved to Tennessee. In fact, we had a lengthy
telecon just a couple days before she passed away. We laughed a lot about the old
days when we did fundraising for Hospice of the Treasure Coast with John Russell,
Ed Burchfield, Bud Adams and many more who have all since passed away. Those

were such happy times. But it is comforting to know she is no longer suffering. You
are missed, dear Billie, dear friend...Your friend, June Campbell Simmons
June Campbell Simmons - December 14, 2019 at 04:04 PM

